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1. PROBLEM IDENTIFICATION  

In today’s digital age, effectively communicating ideas and stories has become increasingly  
important, yet many students, teachers, and content creators face challenges in doing so.  
Traditional storytelling methods often rely solely on text or speech, which may fail to engage the  
audience or convey complex concepts clearly. Moreover, creating visually appealing digital  stories 
requires design skills that many users do not possess, making it difficult to combine  images, videos, 
graphics, and interactive elements in a coherent and professional manner. This  gap results in 
content that is less engaging, less memorable, and less effective in delivering the  intended message.  

2. PROPOSED SOLUTION  

To address this challenge, a tutorial on Canva for Digital Storytelling offers a practical solution  by 
guiding users step-by-step in creating visually compelling and interactive stories. The tutorial  will 
cover essential aspects such as planning a narrative structure with a clear beginning, middle,  and 
end, designing engaging visuals using Canva’s templates, images, icons, and fonts, and  integrating 
multimedia elements like audio, video, and animations. Additionally, users will learn  how to 
publish, share, and present their digital stories effectively across various platforms. By  the end of 
the tutorial, even those without prior design experience will be able to create  professional-looking 
digital stories that captivate audiences, communicate ideas clearly, and  enhance overall learning 
or content delivery.  

3. HOW TO USE  

Step 1: Get Started on Canva  

∙ Go to www.canva.com.  

∙ Sign up or log in using Google, Microsoft, or email.  

∙ Mobile app is also available for Android/iOS.  

Step 2: Create a New Story  

∙ Use the search bar and type: “Presentation”, “Video”, or “Story”. ∙ You 
can choose Custom Size if needed (e.g., 1920x1080 px for video). ∙ Select 
a ready-made storytelling template or start with a blank canvas.  

Step 3: Plan Your Story  

Before designing, define:  



∙ Purpose – Education, inspiration, awareness, entertainment?  

∙ Audience – Students, teachers, general public?  

∙ Message – What should the audience learn or feel?  

Example:  

Topic: “Cyber Safety for Kids”  

Purpose: To teach safe online habits to children.  

Audience: Students aged 8–12.  

Step 4: Add Design and Content  

∙ Backgrounds: Use Canva’s images, videos, gradients, or solid colors. ∙ 
Text: Add headings, subheadings, captions with attractive fonts. ∙ 
Elements: Icons, stickers, shapes, illustrations.  

∙ Upload your own media: Images or videos to personalize the story. 

Example:  

∙ Slide 1: Title – “Stay Safe Online” with a laptop illustration.  
∙ Slide 2: Text – “Never share your password” with a warning icon. ∙ Slide 3: Text – 
“Ask an adult before clicking unknown links” + cartoon character.  

Step 5: Add Audio & Voice-over  

∙ Use Background Music from Canva’s library.  

∙ For Voice-over:  

o Select slide → Upload → Record Yourself.  
o Narrate the story in your own voice.  

Example: Narrate Slide 1: “Hello kids! Today we will learn how to stay safe 

online.” Step 6: Animation and Transitions  

∙ Click on any text/image → Animate.  

∙ Add transitions between slides for a smooth flow.  

Example: Fade-in effect for each tip in cyber safety story.



Step 7: Collaboration & Feedback  

∙ Share the link for view or edit access.  

∙ Students/teachers can work together on the same story.  

Step 8: Export & Share  



∙ Click Share / Download → Choose format:  
o MP4 (Video) – For YouTube, presentations, or classroom use.  

o PDF/PNG/JPEG – For printable storybooks.  

o Link – Share online directly.  

Example: Export “Cyber Safety for Kids” as MP4 for classroom video 

presentation. Step 9: Use in Teaching & Learning  

∙ Language Classes: Turn poems or stories into digital stories.  

∙ Science/History: Visual storytelling to explain topics.  

∙ Social Awareness: Cyber safety, environment, hygiene.  

∙ Student Projects: Children create their own digital stories → creativity + tech +  
language skills.  

Step 10: Tips & Tricks  

∙ Keep few words + more visuals on each slide.  

∙ Follow 3C Rule: Clear, Creative, Concise.  

∙ Use Canva Magic Studio (AI tools) for quick image, text, and video generation. 

Example Story Outline: “Cyber Safety for Kids”  

Slide Content Visuals Audio/Notes 1 Voice-over  

 

Title: Stay Safe Online  Laptop illustration  

Tip 1: Don’t share 
your  password  

Warning icon  

Tip 2: Ask an adult 
before  clicking links 

Cartoon 
character  

pointing 

Tip 3: Use strong   

passwords  

Shield icon  

 

 

greeting kids 

2Narrate  importance  

3Voice-over  guidance  

4Narrate  example 

5Conclusion: Be Smart   

Online!  

4. EXPECTED 

OUTCOMES  

Happy kids  illustration  
Encourage  safe habits 

Upon completing the Canva digital storytelling tutorial, participants are expected to develop the  
skills needed to create visually appealing and engaging digital stories. They will be able to  
effectively plan and structure narratives, select appropriate templates, images, fonts, and colors,  
and integrate multimedia elements such as audio, video, and animations to enhance storytelling.  
Participants will also gain confidence in using Canva as a user friendly digital design tool,  enabling 
them to produce professional quality content for educational, professional, or personal  purposes. 



Ultimately, the tutorial will empower users to communicate ideas more clearly, engage  audiences 
more effectively, and transform traditional content into interactive and memorable  digital 
experiences.  

5. FURTHER APPLICATIONS  

The work can be extended in multiple directions to broaden its impact and application. Advanced  
tutorials can focus on interactive storytelling techniques, collaboration features in Canva, or  
integration with other digital tools like Google Slides, video editing software, or learning  
management systems. Participants can also explore domain-specific storytelling, such as creating  
digital stories for education, social awareness campaigns, marketing, or community projects.  
Additionally, learners can be encouraged to experiment with gamification elements, personalized  
narratives, and AI-assisted design features to further enhance creativity and engagement. Over  
time, this foundation in digital storytelling can lead to the development of a repository of high 
quality digital content that supports teaching, learning, and professional communication. 

 

Video link - https://youtu.be/ZJjUneJERMQ 

https://youtu.be/ZJjUneJERMQ

