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Project Guide: Creating Lesson Plans with 
Canva
1. Introduction
Lesson planning is the backbone of effective teaching. A well-designed lesson plan helps educators 
organize content, set clear learning objectives, and select appropriate teaching methods. However, in 
today’s digital-first world, traditional lesson plans often lack the visual appeal and interactivity required 
to engage students.

This is where Canva comes in. Canva is a free, user-friendly digital design platform that empowers 
teachers to create visually rich and interactive lesson plans. With thousands of templates, design 
elements, and collaboration features, Canva allows educators to blend creativity with structure.

This project guide provides step-by-step instructions for creating digital lesson plans using Canva, 
while highlighting its benefits in education.

2. Why Use Canva for Lesson Planning?
Canva goes beyond being just a design tool. For teachers, it offers:

Ease of Use: No prior design knowledge required.
Customizable Templates: Ready-to-use lesson plan templates tailored for different grades and 
subjects.
Engagement: Visuals, icons, and multimedia elements make plans more engaging.
Collaboration: Teachers can co-create lesson plans, and students can even contribute.
Accessibility: Being cloud-based, plans can be accessed anytime, anywhere.
Export Options: Plans can be downloaded as PDF, JPG, or presented directly through Canva.

By adopting Canva, educators can move from plain text documents to visually appealing, organized, 
and effective lesson plans.

3. Step-by-Step Guide to Creating a Lesson Plan in Canva



Step 1: Accessing Canva

Visit www.canva.com.
Create a free account using your email or Google login.

Step 2: Choosing a Template

In the search bar, type “Lesson Plan Template”.
Explore a wide variety of layouts designed for teachers.
Select a template that suits your subject, teaching style, and grade level.

Step 3: Customizing the Template

Replace placeholder text with your own content.
Add the following essential sections:

Lesson Title
Grade/Class
Subject
Learning Objectives
Materials Required
Teaching Methods/Strategies
Activities/Assignments
Assessment Criteria

Use Canva’s drag-and-drop features to insert:
Icons, images, or illustrations to make the plan more appealing.
School logos or theme colors for branding.
Graphical organizers (tables, charts, diagrams).

Step 4: Adding Multimedia (Optional)

Insert links to videos, audio clips, or external resources directly in the plan.
Create QR codes within Canva for easy student access.

Step 5: Saving and Sharing

Once complete, download the plan in PDF format for easy distribution.
Share directly with colleagues or students via a Canva link.
Present the lesson plan directly through Canva’s presentation mode.

4. Using Canva AI for Lesson Plans and Study Guides
Canva has recently integrated AI-powered tools (Magic Write, Magic Design, and Magic Edit) that 
can make lesson planning and study material creation faster and more effective. Here’s how 
educators can use them:

a. Magic Write (AI Text Generator)

Helps generate lesson objectives, discussion questions, or even sample assignments.



Teachers can input a prompt like: “Create a Grade 7 Science lesson plan on photosynthesis with 
objectives, activities, and assessment.”
Magic Write instantly generates structured text, which can be edited and customized.

b. Magic Design (AI-Powered Layouts)

AI suggests visually appealing layouts for your lesson plans or study guides.
Example: Upload lesson content and Magic Design will automatically create attractive layouts 
with graphics and fonts.

c. Magic Edit & Text-to-Image

Add context-relevant images created by AI (e.g., diagrams for the water cycle or solar system 
visuals).
Enhance worksheets or study guides with custom AI-generated visuals.

d. Creating Study Guides with Canva AI

Teachers can input key topics into Magic Write to create a summary or study guide for 
students.
Example: “Summarize World War II causes and consequences in bullet points for Class 10 
history students.”
Canva AI can also generate flashcards, quizzes, or one-page revision notes that students can 
use for self-study.

👉 Tip for Teachers: Always review AI-generated content before sharing with students to ensure 
accuracy and curriculum alignment.

5. Example Lesson Plan Structure in Canva



Section Description

Lesson Title The Water Cycle

Grade Level Grade 6

Subject Science

Learning Objectives Students will understand the processes of 
evaporation, condensation, and rainfall.

Materials Required Chart, projector, video on water cycle, activity 
sheet.

Teaching Strategy Interactive lecture + group discussion.

Activities Group activity: draw the water cycle using 
Canva graphics.

Assessment Short quiz + student presentations.

6. Benefits of Digital Lesson Plans with Canva
For Teachers:

Saves time with ready-made templates and AI support.
Professional and polished presentation.
Easy to modify and reuse for different classes.

For Students:
Lessons are visually engaging and easier to follow.
Study guides and revision notes simplify learning.
AI-generated quizzes encourage active learning.

For Schools:
Enhances the digital culture of teaching.
Creates a repository of reusable resources.
Aligns with 21st-century skills and NEP 2020 recommendations.

7. Conclusion
Digital transformation in education requires tools that are practical, engaging, and accessible. Canva 
is one such tool that empowers teachers to design lesson plans that are not only structured but also 
visually appealing and impactful.
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By integrating Canva AI, educators can take this process a step further – generating lesson 
objectives, creating study guides, designing layouts, and even producing custom visuals in minutes. 
This combination of creativity and AI efficiency saves time and enhances both teaching and learning 
experiences.

Next Steps for Teachers:

Explore Canva’s AI features and experiment with prompts.
Create your first AI-assisted lesson plan and test it in your classroom.
Use Canva AI to design study guides and revision sheets for students.
Share your experiences with colleagues to build a collaborative digital teaching culture.

✍️ Prepared by: Ms. Anni Kumar
 (National ICT Awardee, MIEE Fellow & Microsoft Master Trainer)

video link https://youtu.be/1zVHb7b4EbE


